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The purpose of this study was to clarify the factors of causing low birth rate in Oita
Prefecture compared with Japan as a whole, as well as other prefectures in Kyushu area,
uging the standardization approach method and the Ishikawa's method.

Results are as follows:

Since 1960, Crude birth rates (CBR), general fertility rate (GFR), and total fertility rate
{TFR) in Oita prefecture had been lower than Japan as a whole as well as other

prefectures in the Kyushu area.

It was evident that the lower level of CBR, GFR and TFR of the Oita prefecture was
caused by a lower level of marital fertility rates (MFR) in spite of higher level of marital
status distributions. [t was not clear, however, why MFR showed lower level in Oita

prefecture.
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