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Sun Yat-Sen University, China
Associate Professor,
Dr. Li Meng
About the research topic and
some suggestions for GSID
students.
My dissertation is intended to
provide a systematic treatment of food-economic issues which
would emphasize the unifying structure of economic theory
and mathematical methods involved in modern economic
theory. The field has been progressed enormously in recent
decades. Needless to say, economics is concerned with real
world problems, and its development has been crucially
dependent on a strong demand and stimulus from such
problems. However, the large number of viewpoints based
on diversified vested interests in a particular policy often
obscures transparent theoretical understanding.
Hence, it is very important for us to find the basic logical
structure of each problem and to be fully equipped with

the major analytical tools. For above two purposes, it is



also necessary for those students of economics to intend
on learning basic mathematical methods that become
indispensable for a proper understanding of the current
economic literature. It is always one of my views that not
only econometrics is a practical subject, but also it can only
be studied effectively if you undertake practical analysis of
your own. Judgment and a methodical approach are essential
ingredients for successful work. Meanwhile, I believe that
firm belief, courage, hard work, patience, power of endurance
and spirit of dedication are most vital for a person to be
successful in his academic and non-academic work.

What was most difficult for you during the doctoral
course?

For the reasoned consideration of empirical evidence from
actual observed economic behavior, more importantly I
must be in a position to appraise the drawbacks of currently
analyzing methods and the difficulties posed by chosen
method. No doubt initial phase is the most difficult. For
many times I felt that it is impossible to finish it. But I finally
overcame all difficulties through both hard-work and firm-
brief originated from power of my family and my professor,
who gave me understanding, courage and moral support. I will
take this opportunity to express sincerest appreciation to my
academic advisor, from the bottom of my heart, for whatever
he did for me. It was a great honor for me to be his student.
Did you participate in any academic conferences in
Japan?

I participated two academic conferences in Japan. I believe
that it is very helpful for Ph.D. candidate students to take part
in such academic meeting. By this way, they could receive
many helpful comments and suggestions on their research
findings which proved valuable in rewriting and in making

publications.
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Writing Assistance
Research Associate
James Lassegard
Greetings to all GSID students,
faculty, and staff!

3 I began work in February at GSID
e 0

of checking English documents, replacing Dr. Melisanda

as research associate in charge

Berkowitz who is on maternity leave until next year. Prior to
working here, I was a Doctoral student in the Graduate School
of Education and Human Development. Hopefully, by the time
you read this I will almost be finished rewriting my Ph.D.
dissertation, which has been my major focus over these last
few years.

I have long been interested in GSID because of its strong
international focus and diverse student body. Actually, this
graduate school has similarities to the program where I did my
Masters at the University of Minnesota, called “Comparative
International and Developmental Education.” Currently, my
main research interests lie in the areas of internationalization
of higher education, and more specifically, intercultural
learning and communication.

My recent research has involved the impact that
international students have on Japanese universities in
terms of internationalization and multiculturalism in the
classroom. To this end, I think GSID may represent a model
of internationalization which could have application for other
universities. I would like to explore this topic at GSID while
making constant efforts to improve the level of English
writing and research.

Another aspiration of mine while working at Japanese
universities is to increase dialogue within the university
community, and between various disciplines. This is not an
easy task, even in less vertical and hierarchical systems
such as those in my home country of the United States.
Nevertheless, I think there is great value in making efforts
to learn about and comprehend what other academics are
working on, in terms of both research and practice, in the
building next door or even across the hallway. It seems to me
that a truly international university or department recognizes
the value of providing opportunities and an atmosphere in
which everybody can participate in a dialogue about important
issues facing the world.

Although my employment at GSID may be relatively
short, I am looking forward to learning more about the unique
education and research environment here as a result of this
valuable work experience, and through various communications
with students, faculty and staff. £ 9 F LA L { BHEVWL 7,
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